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The Indian Hills Radio Club                         www.hac.org/ihrc                                                Wickliffe, Ohio 44092 

Welcome in the New Year 
at the January 14 meeting  
Are we wiser as well as older? 
 
Ready or not, here comes 2008!  We hope that 
you survived the holidays and are ready for new 
ham radio activities, starting with the club’s 
January 14 meeting. Please mark this date on 

your calendar, along with  
February 11th. 
  While specifics of the club’s 
2008 activities are still unde-
cided, the usual Friday lunch 
continues to provide a widely 
varied number of discussion  
topics.  There are even some 

ham radio topics mentioned sometimes. 
  The Firehouse Grill & Pub is, for the time  
being, the location. It’s just west of route 91 on 
route 6 behind the Wright Place on Stark Drive. 
All are welcome to drop in starting at 11:30. 
Food is good, you can order off the menu, and 
pay with individual checks. 
   The weekly club net is held on Thursdays at 
8:00 p.m. local time on the 146.850 repeater. 
While there’s no set agenda, it does provide a 
convenient means of staying in touch. 
   The New Year typically is when we think 
ahead, so it’s timely to consider the future of our 
radio club, which has survived for over 50 years. 
The last meeting brought this topic to the atten-
tion of the members, and is covered in the article 
in the next column. 
   Several club members remain active in running 
the Ham Radio Promotion Project, which, as you 
may know, is co-sponsored by this radio club. 
We thank those who are working tirelessly to 
promote our hobby and recruit more licensed  
operators.  Our future depends upon it!  �  

Possible changes in the club 
are under discussion  
Your input is needed! 
 By Dick Scott, W8FDN 
 
At the recent meeting in December, “the fate of the 
club” was introduced by Joe, W8DOE, referring to a 
discussion the previous Friday at the weekly Firehouse 
luncheon among the officers of the club and attending 
members. 
   The idea of changing the meeting format to an  
unstructured get together (club meeting) was discussed, 
along with having no officers or dues, etc. 
   Members could give talks, demonstrations, etc., 
and/or just socialize, while still keeping the hobby as 
the main topic of the meetings. 
   The club would complete this fiscal year as consti-
tuted and change the format with the start of the Fall 
club year in 2008. 
   It was agreed to discuss this further at the upcoming 
meetings.  You are requested to attend and add your 
input into this matter.  �  

Indian Hills Radio Club Net  

Thursday Evenings 
8:00 p.m. local time 

146.850 repeater 

2007 Field Day summary 
The Indian Hills Radio club entered the 2A class with 
the call W8DDD.  Of a total number of 518 entries, our 
radio club finished approximately 200th with 574  
contacts. Power used was under 150 watts, with 13  
operators participating. Total number of points was 
2,350, including bonus points for publicity and  
operating in a public place.  Very fine business!  �  
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 Indian Hills Radio Club Information  
 
President: Don Ritchie, K8ZGW 
Vice President: Joe Gutoskey, W8DOE 
Secretary: Dick Scott, W8FDN 
Treasurer: David Dennis, W8DDD 
Newsletter Editor: “Dee” Logan, W1HEO 
Newsletter Production: W8DDD, K8ZGW 
      Material may be reprinted with credit 
to the Indian Hills Radio Club newsletter. 
   Copyright © 2008 by the Indian Hills   
Radio Club.  All rights reserved. 
   Website: <http://www.hac.org/ihrc> 
   Club meetings: Second Monday of 
each month, except July & August at the 
Wickliffe Public Library, 1713 Lincoln 
Road. 
   Dues are $10.00 per year. 
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Friday Lunch 
Join the gang at 11:30 a.m. 
at the Firehouse Grill & Pub 

2768 Stark Drive. 
Located behind the Wright Place 

West of route 91 on route 6. 

News Digest From 
The Ham Radio World 

    

The Open Mike  
Editorial by W1HEO 

Looking back, then ahead 
When your editor began writing Smoke Signals in 
May of 2001, the regular editor, Jim Capps, 
W8AEB, was in the hospital recovering from  
surgery.  It was part of a long, losing fight to regain 
his health. Just as time often takes us away from 
those we treasure, time also signals to us when we 
must close a chapter of our life and move on. 
 This is just such a time for your editor.  
It has been our pleasure to produce this newsletter, 
and do what we could for the Indian Hills Radio 
Club over the years. Today there are other  
priorities in my life, so this issue will be my last. 
    I have an enthusiastic belief in Amateur Radio 
and its future, which led to the formation of the 
Ham Radio Promotion Project. This club can take 
pride in its sponsorship, notably W8DDD and 
K8ZGW, who stepped up to the challenge of  
turning a bold idea into reality.  
   The future of Amateur Radio and this radio club 
will depend upon activists and optimists who know 
that the future is what WE make it. The gallery of 
critics is always heard from, but here’s to those few 
who roll up their sleeves and get to work. 
   73  
  “Dee” Logan, W1HEO, Editor    

WRC-07:  The 2007 World Radiocommunication 
Conference closed with hams maintaining 7.200-
7.300 MHz in Region 2 (the Americas) that HF 
broadcasters had requested. A new worldwide  
secondary allocation at 135.7-137.8 kHz  for 
Amateur Radio was approved, but with a  
one-watt power limit.  
 
FCC faults BPL firm: Ambient Corp., which  
operates a BPL system in New York, has been 
charged by the FCC with violating Part 15 rules by 
exceeding radiation limits and causing interference 
to Amateur Radio stations. 
 
Motorola to buy Yaesu: Motorola has announced 
plans to acquire a controlling interest in Yaesu’s 
parent company, Vertex Standard. The total price 
will be about (U.S.) $108 million. 
 
Kenwood merger: The magazine This Week in 
Consumer Electronics reports that Kenwood has 
agreed to merge in 2008 with Victor Company of 
Japan (JVC) in a holding company. Matsushita 
Electric Industrial Co. owns JVC.  
 
Ice storm help was provided by radio hams during 
the severe winter storms that affected Oklahoma, 
Missouri, and Kansas in December. ARES  
volunteers provided communications as nearly one 
million persons were affected by power outages. 
 
Cronkite honored: The Radio Club of America 
presented its Armstrong Medal to former TV 
 newscaster Walter Cronkite.  The award is named 
for Major Edwin Armstrong, inventor of FM.  
Cronkite also received the ARRL President’s 
Award, which honors hams who have shown  
long-term dedication to the goals and objectives 
of ARRL and Amateur Radio.  �  
 The ARRL Letter   
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      Humor collected  
       by our Readers 

Burma Shave signs 
 Hardly a driver is now alive 
 Who passed on hills at 75 
           Burma Shave  
         She kissed the hairbrush by mistake 
         She thought it was her husband Jake 
                          Burma Shave 
 Don’t lose your head to gain a minute 
 You need your head, your brains are in it. 
                 Burma Shave 
           A guy who drives a car wide open 
           Is not thinkin’ he’s just hopin’. 
                            Burma Shave 
Ye olde folk tales 
   Three old guys are out walking. 
   The first one says, “Windy, isn’t it?” 
   Second one says, “No, it’s Thursday.” 
   Third one: “So am I, let’s get a beer,” 
 
   A man was telling his neighbor, “I just 
bought a new hearing aid.  It cost me four 
thousand dollars, but it’s state-of-the-art.  
It’s perfect.”   
  The neighbor said, “Really?  What kind 
is it?” 
   “Twelve thirty.” 
 
 An elderly gentlemen had serious  
hearing problems, so he went to his  
doctor, who had him fitted for a hearing 
aid that enabled him to hear 100 percent. 
   A month later, the elderly man returned 
to his doctor, who said, “Your hearing is 
perfect.  Your family must be pleased.” 
   The man said, “Oh, I haven’t told my 
family yet.  I just sit around and listen to 
their conversations.  I’ve changed my will 
three times!”  �      
 

Getting on 160 meters from 
a modest-size lot 
While a challenge, it can be done! 
 
Few urban-dwelling hams enjoy acres of real 
estate, and may wonder how to erect a 160-meter 
antenna. Yet, many have done it, and so can you! 
   First, measure your available space, including 
possible vertical supports such as trees. This will 
define your options. Next, accept the fact that a 
half-wave dipole of 257 feet may be difficult. So 
seek a design with a smaller footprint. This could 
involve a shorter, trapped design or one matched 
with an antenna tuner. Try for at least a quarter-
wavelength of wire. 
   Think in three dimensions. An inverted vee 
 reduces the horizontal space needed, as does the 
inverted L. A random wire could be erected 
around your lot line, with pretzel-like turns and 
fed through a tuner. Verticals tend to be noisy on 
top band, and need radials, so beware. 

    A double inverted vee shown above is one way 
to work within limited horizontal space. This uses 
a half-wave of wire (261.53 feet) and divides it 
into four one-eighth wave legs. The two upper 
supports can be a tree, roof corners etc. 
   An all-band doublet of either 130 or 66 feet may 
be possible.  Fed with 450-ohm open wire feeders, 
it needs an antenna tuner with balanced outputs. 
   A classic inverted L may be an option. Get the 
vertical leg as high as possible, feed it through a 
pulley and run the horizontal leg to the end of the 
lot making a turn if necessary.  A good radial  
system is necessary, but this antenna really works. 
A variable capacitor at the base helps with 
matching. 
   Commercial trapped dipoles are an option and 
can be erected in limited spaces. Separate  
receiving antennas can use a random insulated 
wire run through tree branches and fed through a 
tuner.  Good luck!  �      
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Is sunspot cycle 24 here? 
Has cycle 23 ended at last? 
The experts give us the news  
 
The solar cycle has been a topic of conversation 
for some time now, as conditions on the HF 
bands have deteriorated, with fewer DX open-
ings.  Signal-to-noise ratios are bad, QSB is  
common, and the low bands of 80 and 160 have 
attracted volumes of stations, forced down by the 
lack of propagation on 10-20 meters.  These are 
the dog days of cycle 23. 
   The Shortwave Propa-
gation Handbook explains 
that sunspots are stormy 
areas on the sun’s surface 
that produce ultraviolet 
radiation. The more activ-
ity, the better the iono-
sphere’s ability to reflect 
radio waves. 
   The average length of a 
cycle is about 11 years.  There are several 
methods of predicting solar cycles, each  
producing varying results. Observers looking for 
signs of a new cycle focus on the position of  
sunspots.  The  “new” cycle sunspots tend to  
appear at the higher solar latitudes — from about 
20-40 degrees. As a solar cycle progresses, the 
spots appear at ever-lower latitudes, eventually 
ending near the sun’s equator. 
   Since solar cycles overlap, there may be both 
“old” and “new” sunspots visible at the same 
time.  This makes it difficult to determine exactly 
when the old cycle ends and the new one begins. 
So pronouncements are usually after the fact. 
   So, where are we? Recently a region of  
knotted magnetic fields rotated into view at a 
high latitude with the proper magnetic polarity. 
(Sunspots of a new cycle are of opposite polarity 
from spots of the old cycle.) More good news is 
that the International Space Environment Service 
now agrees that the solar minimum of cycle 23 is 
predicted to occur around March 2008, plus or 
minus several months. 
   These insights were provided by “Sun gazer” 
Carl Luetzelschwab, K9LA, in a recent issue of 
QRZ DX. He provided a graphic display of 
sunspot groupings by solar latitudes covering the 
period from 1870 to 2007. These butterfly pat-
terns show clearly the yearly fluctuations of 
sunspot activity. 
   So let’s raise a toast to cycle 24.  It’s almost 
here!  �   
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They say, if you put a monkey in front of a  
keyboard that sooner or later it will type a word. 
This is my attempt to type an article for what may 
be the last issue of the Smoke Signals Newsletter. 
   With the present condition of our club, we need 
to look at what will become of this radio club that 
I’ve been a member of for almost 50 years.  
   This evening on our way home from a  
Christmas light “tour,” I found myself going by 
the home of our original “Board of Directors” 
meetings, The Wayside Saloon, that is just a  
couple doors up from Ray’s shop. 
   The Wayside is a “mini-mart.” while “Better 
Radio” is “For Rent”. Anybody want to go into 
the T.V. repair business? 
   Times change, and so do radio clubs. 
   A number of us meet for lunch on Friday, with 
most of us members of Indian Hills. Discussion 
has taken place as to what to do with the club, and 
nobody really has come up with     the 
definitive  answer!  
   So, your “assignment,” should you chose to  
accept it, is to come up with a couple ideas for 
programs for upcoming meetings, possible Field 
day planning or what to do with the “treasury.” 
Maybe we could do something to improve one of 
the local repeaters, so that our Thursday night net 
could be accessible to members. 
   As a final thought, we are in the process of  
trying to set up a bulletin board system on the 
NEOHAM web site <www.neoham.org>.   
 
Soon after the first of the year we will be giving 
this a try .  Hope to see you on the B.B.S. 
    
73  Don   K8ZGW 

 
The 2008 Calendar  

January 14 …...  Radio club meeting 
January 31..… Fifth Thursday dinner 
February 11…..  Radio club meeting 
March 10 ……..  Radio club meeting 
April 14 ……….  Radio club meeting 
May 12 ………..  Radio club meeting 
May 29 ……… Fifth Thursday dinner 
June 9 ………..   Radio club meeting 
June 21-22 ……...   ARRL Field Day 
June/July ………..    Summer hiatus 


