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Video of Rare Campbell Island  
ZL9CI DXpedition is March 
Topic 
You think it’s cold here?  Try the Antarctic! 
 
A mere 1400 km south of Wellington, New Zealand, 
lies Campbell Island.  This volcanic, barren rock is a  
desolate place except for its population of sea lions.  
Yet, it’s considered most attractive by DXers. Why?  
There are no hams there. So it’s a target of adventure-
some hams who want to operate there.  Some actually 

leave the comfort of 
their easy chairs to take 
a most uncomfortable 
trip south.  Way south! 
  The video to be shown 
at the March 13th meet-
ing documents the 
ZL9CI Dxpedition of 
1999.  Led by a group of 

New Zealand ops, the international team put six stations 
on the air for 20 days, making 96,000 QSOs. 
   The March 13 meeting starts at 7:15 at the Wickliffe 
Public Library, 1713 Lincoln Road.  Bring a friend!  � 
 
April 10 meeting takes a look at 
New ham radio equipment 
Bells, whistles and DSP, too! 
 
What’s new? You’ll find out at the April 10 meeting, 
as we take a look at some of the newest ham gear to 
tempt our eyes, ears and wallets.  Al Dolgash, K8EUR, 
from Amateur Electronic Supply will be on hand to fill 
us in on what’s new.  Al is an experienced ham who 
was licensed in 1957 and spent 30 years with Antenna 
Specialists in a variety of positions. 
   Join the group at the Wickliffe Public Library for our 
swing into Spring April 10th at 7:15 p.m.  �  1 

Hamfest Season is Here! 
It’s Toledo & Madison in March  
Hope for good weather and go!  
 
Put the winter blahs behind, and head for a hamfest.  
A couple of area fests are on the horizon, so here’s the 
scoop for those who are hunting for bargains or boat 
anchors. 
   The Toledo Hamfest and Computer Fair is Sunday, 
March 19th at the Lucas County Rec Center, 2901 Key 
Street in Maumee.  No snow, because it’s indoors! 
Tickets are $6.00, and doors open at 8:00 a.m. New and 
used equipment for sale, free parking, and door prizes. 
From 8:30 to 11:30 door prizes of $100 will be awarded 
every half hour.  From noon until 2:00 p.m. there will 
be two $250 cash prizes given; but you must be present 
to cash in.  Table reservation forms can be downloaded 
from the Website: <www.tmrahamradio.org> or for 
information call (419) 535-6594 
   The Lake County Hamfest is Sunday, March 26 at 
the Madison High School starting at 8:00 a.m.  It’s also 
indoors, so don’t worry about the weather, which last 
year was ultra-snowy. 
   Admission is still only $6.00, with free parking.  
There are hourly drawings from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 
with a mobile check-in prize awarded at noon.  (Check-
ins on 147.21 MHz.) 
   Grand prize drawing is at 1:30 p.m. First prize is an 
ICOM dual-band mobile radio; second prize is an 
ICOM dual-band HT; and third prize is an ICOM 
single-band two-meter HT.  Extra chance tickets are 
available, and you don’t need to be present to win. 
   VE testing will be held, with Tech at 9:00 a.m., CW 
testing at 10:00 a.m. and General and Extra at 10:30. 
   For table reservations and information, contact 
Rocky@Lake County Hamfest, 6337 Hopkins Road, 
Mentor 44060 or call (440) 255-0933 between 9:00 a.m 
and 9:00 p.m..  You can also e-mail to <rocky@lcara.
org>.  � 
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The Homebrew Handiwork of 
Joe, W8DOE, circa 1957   
Appliance operators take note!  
 
Our club President is a great example of a techni-
cian who has built his own equipment for many 
years, and still enjoys a hot soldering iron and the joy 
of making something rather than buying it.  

  During a recent 
Friday lunch, Joe 
showed us two 
1957 photos 
(shown) of his 
mostly homebrew 
station. 
   The photo at 
left shows Joe’s 
shack. From the 
left, note the BC-
458 VFO, home-

brew version of a Central Electronics SSB phasing-
type transmitter that also ran CW and AM, a copy of 
a WRL amplifier with four EL38 English beam 
power tubes, a rotor control, a tower elevation control 
built in a pinball machine cabinet, and the lone com-
mercial item: an HRO-50 receiver with plug-in coils. 
   Outside his shack, his antenna farm was also built 
by his own hands.  Joe constructed the 65-foot high 
steel tower you see below.  It’s elevated by a remote 
control unit in his radio shack with elevation indi-
cated by stepping relays that were part of the pinball 
machine. The rotation of the 
beam is done by a surplus 
prop pitch motor from a B-24 
bomber.  
   The beam shown is also not 
your usual commercial an-
tenna, but a three-element ten-
meter yagi based upon plans 
in the ARRL Handbook.  Joe 
used this array until 1960 
when he sold it prior to his 
move to California with 
TRW. 
   “The best part of ham radio 
is building something,” he 
says.  “I still enjoy this facet of ham radio and so I do 
more homebrewing than operating.” 
   Joe is a great role model of a true ham radio techni-
cian; a contrast to today’s appliance operators.  � 
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Les, K8LP, reports that he likes his new talking 
SWR and power meter.  (Sounds very lifelike.) 
But his recent 160-meter activity was halted 
when one leg of his new antenna came down. 
 
Gus, W8RPT, had an eye procedure recently at 
the Cleveland Clinic, and hopes it helps 
 
Tom, KC8QGJ, has enjoyed conducting a 40-
meter roundtable and reports that he recently 
celebrated four years of operation.  Tom now has 
a Web site, and invites members to check it out 
<KC8QGJ@tripod.com> 
 
Cathie, AB8GV, was planning to take a refresh-
ing dip during the Polar Bear Plunge on February 
25.  Is that a plunge into Lake Erie or a hot tub? 
Pardon us while we chip the ice off our bathing 
suit. 
 
Al, W8NPH, is making plans to attend his next 
reunion, which will be held somewhere out west 
in the Fall.  What did Horace Greeley say?  � 

Joe’s shack: SSB rig and HRO 50 rcvr 

Homebrew tower & beam 
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News From The 
Wide World of 
Amateur Radio 
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No news on Morse: The FCC still hasn’t decided what to 
do about the Morse code requirement for ham licenses. A 
total of 3800 comments have been filed, and the FCC says 
it “hopes” to release its decision sometime this year. 
 
SuitSat weakens. The unique Amateur Radio satellite 
tucked into a Russian spacesuit was growing weaker as 
we went to press.  It was sending a faint signal on 
145.990, but monitors said the unit’s voltage was 
“dropping like a rock.” 
 
Space station activity: Amateur Radio is remaining busy 
aboard the International Space Station.  A total of 25 
school contacts have been made by NA1SS, and astronaut 
Bill McAthur, KC5ACR, has worked 100 countries to 
qualify for DXCC from space. 
 
FCC BPL Web site that’s supposed to help resolve BPL 
interference is “woefully incomplete and improperly 
managed,” says ARRL.  Poor database management by 
the United Telecomm Council is to blame, and the firm 
has blocked ARRL access. 
 
W1AW fund launched. The ARRL has begun a drive to 
support the W1AW Maxim Memorial Station at 
headquarters. Funds will cover operations and capital 
needs of the station, which transmits bulletins, code 
practice and conducts experiments in new technology. 
 
Grassroots lobbying: The ARRL board is placing greater 
emphasis on grassroots lobbying on behalf of Amateur 
Radio. The object is for more direct contacts with 
lawmakers in home districts through letters from radio 
Amateurs. A main emphasis has been for support of a 
House resolution concerning BPL and the House 
Spectrum Protection Act (HR 691).  Information on these 
issues is found at <http://www.arrl.org/govrelations/> 
 
Technician question pool.  A new element 2 Technician 
license question pool has been released, to be effective 
July 1st.  It will remain valid until June 30, 2010. To view 
and download the new questions, go to: <http://www.
ncvec.org/ama_news_article.php?id=81>. 
 
Vanity call fees: Remember that renewing a Vanity call 
costs $21.90 for the ten-year term.  � 
   The ARRL Letter 

Ham Radio: Is it growing? 
Or is it slowing? 
Let’s look at the numbers and see 
 
If numbers don’t lie, then a look at the current 
number of Amateur Radio licenses should tell the 
tale. A recent article posted on QRZ.com by K3UD 
supplies the answers. 
   First, the total number of U.S. licensed Amateurs 
was 661,081 as of January 30, 2006.  This com-
pares with 674,792 as of May 14, 2000.  The net 
loss, therefore, was 13,711 in that nearly six-year 

period. 
      What’s been happening to the 
various license classes over nearly 
six years? Here’s the breakdown 
from six years ago: 
Novice: 49,329   
Tech+: 334,254  
General: 112,677   

   Advanced: 99,782   
   Extra: 78,750 
   Moving ahead six years, here’s what happened 
to the various license class totals as of January 30:   
Novice: 26,461 (-22,868) 
Technician +: 317,661 (-16,593) 
General: 134,676  (+21,999) 
Advanced: 73,849  (-25,933) 
Extra: 107.487  (+28,737)    
   Looking over these trends shows that Novices are 
declining, which isn’t surprising since the license is 
no longer available.  Additional losses happened to 
the numbers of Tech plus and Advanced licensees. 
   On the plus side,  there was an  increase of 37% 
in Extra and 20% in General class tickets.  Com-
pared to the drops in other classes, 
we can assume that upgrades ac-
counted for some of the boost. 
   What’s happened lately?  Be-
tween October of 2005 and Janu-
ary of 2006 there were 7,075 new 
licenses issued by the FCC. In-
cluded were 6,210 Tech plus, 656 
General, and 39 Extra class tickets. 
   Growth rates are changing, which reflects the 
strong growth of ham radio during the early years 
of radio itself.  In 1930 there were 19,000 hams, 
which grew to 87,000 in 1950, a booming 230,000 
by 1960, and 502,677 in 1990.  Growth rates are 
declining, from +194% in 1940 to 36% in 2000 and 
minus 3.1% in 2006.  � 



Chewing the Rag: 
Odds and Ends From Here , 
There and On the Air. 
By W1HEO 
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The Lighter Side of The News 
Collected By Dick Scott, W8FDN 
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Several years ago one of the ham magazines had 
the following notes, comments and youthful 
opinions gathered by elementary school teachers 
through years of teaching science.  They show 
how young minds seem to be vast storehouses of 
miscellaneous information; some true, some half 
false, but always wholly delightful.  
 

Subject matter: Electricity 
“Electricity has been with us forever and maybe 
longer.” 
 
“Would the average person be able to keep up 
with the news if it was not for electricity?  The 
chances are 999 out of a hundred.” 
 
“If you see lightning, no you don’t.  You see 
electricity.” 
 
“From now on I will put both gladness and won-
der in my same thought about electricity.” 
 
“Correct my being wrung, but tell me true or 
false, do negative charges go through electrons or 
protons?  I wrecked my brain trying to think 
which.” 
 
“Protons are bigger than electrons in case I ever 
wanted to know.” 
 
“100 electrons equal one radio program.” 
 
“When the switch is on, electrons are constantly 
bumping into each other inside the wire.  There is 
really quite an over-population of electrons.” 
 
   We thank Dick for passing along these young 
words of wisdom.  He says that there are other 
topics that are given the same interesting treat-
ment as the ones above.  We await further dis-
patches on topics such as radio, vacuum tubes 
and Marconi.  Stay tuned.   � 

A new view from above 
   NASA and the National Science Foundation have dis-
covered a way to combine ground and space observations 
to create a new way to view upper atmosphere distur-
bances during space storms. 
   It seems that large, global-scale disturbances resemble 
weather cold fronts.  They form in the earth’s electrified 
upper atmosphere during space storms.  The disturbances 
result from plumes of electrified plasma that form in the 
ionosphere.  When the plasma plumes pass overhead, they 
impede high and low frequency radio communications. 
They also bother GPS navigation signals. 
   Previously, space storms were detected, but there was   
no explanation as to why they occurred.  Now they know. 
   “Now we know it’s not just chaos; there is cause and ef-
fect,” says Tony Manucci of NASA’s Jet Propulsion Lab.  
“We are beginning to put together the full picture, which 
will ultimately let us predict space storms.” 
   When that day comes, we’ll know when to shut off our 
rigs and go fishing. 
 
Terminating the telegram 
   Western Union has delivered its last telegram.  It hap-
pended January 27th according to a P-D column by Dick 
Feagler. 
   Telegraphy was the mode first used by Western Union to 
transmit telegrams along its wires, and so there’s a bit of 
nostalgia here.  It was Morse, of course, that sent mes-
sages winging their away along the wires. Later, radio also 
adopted Morse for early wireless communication. 
   So yet another organization has left Morse code to the 
history books.  The military, many nations, commercial 
maritime operators and who knows who else have said 
adios to Morse code. 
   Do we expect that our Friendly Candy Company will 
soon jump on the dump Morse bandwagon?  We’d be sur-
prised if it didn’t. 
   The ARRL made a bid to keep Morse as a requirement 
for the Extra class ham license, but FCC ignored it. 
   We have written in these pages that most members of 
our club favor some change in the Morse requirement, but 
most also agree that it will remain a favorite of some 
hams. 
   So don’t put away your key just yet.  � 


