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A special club year begins with 
September 11th meeting 
We mark a half-century, so hooray for us! 
 
It’s the club’s 50th year celebration in 2006-2007 be-
ginning with our September 11th meeting. We encour-
age you to attend so that we can start this special year 
with a bang.   There will be a number of events to mark 
the half-century celebration, and we’re sure that you’ll 
enjoy participating. 
   This meeting will mark a change at the top.  After a 
long tenure as President, Joe Gutoskey, W8DOE, steps 
down and hands the gavel over to 
newly-elected successor “Dee” 
Logan, W1HEO. Other officers in-
clude John Esborn, K8OCK, Vice 
President; plus returning Secretary, 
Don Ritchie, K8ZGW; and Treasurer 
David Dennis, W8DDD.  
   “Our club is most appreciative of 
Joe’s extended years of service as our President,” said 
W1HEO. “He has devoted a great deal of time and en-
ergy to the  
Indian Hills Radio Club, and been a good role model as 
a radio Amateur and friend. Thanks, too, for the efforts 
of Secretary Don, K8ZGW, and Treasurer David, 
W8DDD, who have given of their time and talents over 
the years.” 
   During the meeting we will discuss a number of  
issues relating to our 50-year celebration along with 
some surprises.   
   Please join us to help start our new club year.  Bring a 
friend!  The meeting starts at 7:15 p.m. at the Wickliffe 
Public Library, 1713 Lincoln Road.  �  
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The Elmer Corps is forming 
Yes, “Uncle Ham” wants you to join!  
 
Personal contact is key to introducing people to ham 
radio.  Most of us had this experience when an Elmer 
helped us get started.  This tradition is one that we are 
continuing with the creation of a new “Elmer Corps” of 
volunteers.  It’s part of the Ham Radio Promotion 
Project co-sponsored by our radio club and the QCWA 
Cleveland chapter. 
   Bruce Thorne, KE8TI, is developing this new 
organization, and he welcomes your enlistment.  Please 
contact him at bthorne@voyager.net or call him at 
(216) 382-7394.  �  

The Indian Hills Radio Club                        www.hac.org/ihrc                                    Wickliffe, Ohio 44092 

 Reminder: Bring your $10 membership 
 dues to the September meeting, or mail a 
check to Treasurer David Dennis, W8DDD, 
at  30113 Robert St., Wickliffe, OH 44092.  



Looking ahead to Solar Cycle 24  
An update by Carl Luetzelschwab, K9LA 
 
More sunspots mean better band conditions, and 
with cycle 23 hitting bottom later this year or early 
next, what can we expect?  What will cycle 24 
bring us?  Carl provides the predictions of three 
geophysicists.  One thinks the peak will be in 2011 
with a maximum smoothed sunspot number of 75  
or so; a second predicts 2012 and 80 plus or minus;  
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Smoke Signals is the official publica-
tion of The Indian Hills Radio Club.    
President: “Dee” Logan, W1HEO 
Vice President: John Esborn, K8OCK 
Secretary: Don Ritchie, K8ZGW 
Treasurer: David Dennis, W8DDD 
Sunshine: Cathie McAdams, AB8GV 
Newsletter Editor: “Dee” Logan, W1HEO 
Production: David Dennis, W8DDD 
Distribution: Don Ritchie, K8ZGW 
   Thanks to contributors  W8DOE, W8FDN , 
W8DDD, W8RPT and others. 
   Send news to: 9901 Cypress Circle, Mentor, Ohio 
44060-7221.  Telephone: (440) 352-8292. 
   Material may be reproduced for use by other 
newsletters if credit is given: “Reprinted from the 
Indian Hills Radio Club newsletter.” 
   Web site: <http://www.hac.org/ihrc> 
   Copyright © 2006 by the Indian Hills Radio Club.  
All rights reserved. 

 
    
 
 
 
 
 
Summer travels have been enjoyed by several mem-
bers. Don Ritchie, K8ZGW, hit the road en route to 
several casinos and recreational spots in New Jersey, 
New York and elsewhere.  Herb Schieman, K8AZW, 
claims to have “no money,” yet managed to head south 
to New Braunfels in the Lone Star State. Dee Logan, 
W1HEO, motored to New England to visit his three 
sons and their families, including a visit to the East 
Taunton (Mass.) Beercan Museum of son Kevin. 
 
Health problems have kept other members from stray-
ing too far from their doctors.  Gus Mirsalis, W8RPT, 
had eye and heart surgeries, but still managed to make it 
to most Friday lunches at Denny’s on Wilson Mills. 
John Esborn, K8OCK, suffered from pneumonia and 
other ailments that required his hospitalization and brief 
stay in a nursing home. 
 
The “Magic Band” of six meters gave VHF fans a thrill 
earlier this summer when it opened to Europe.  Among 
them was Rol Randolph, K8ATQ, who was a witness 
to the excitement. 
 
The club net on 146.430 collects a weekly group of 
Thursday night regulars, including Al Benedetti, 
W8NPH, who keeps us updated on his efforts to reduce 
the chipmunk population. This 8:00 p.m. simplex  
gathering is informal, and certainly would enjoy hearing 
check-ins from a few more members. 
 
Speaking of VHF, this summer Jim Arcaro, 
WD8PFK, was kerchunking repeaters in Ohio, Ken-
tucky, Tennessee, North Carolina, Georgia and Florida. 
“No QSLs, please!” he says.  (What, no frequent flyer 
miles?) 
 
Band hopping:  It could be hard to keep up with the fre-
quency excursions of Jim Iams, K8BLB, who operates 
on 2, 40, 20, 15, 17, 30 and 160 meters with his 100-
watt “rock crusher.”  Jim also fires up his mighty HW-8 
QRP rig with its 3.5 watts. 
 
Antennafiles:  Summer is an ideal time to string up 
some new antennas, as reported by Les Peine, K8LP, 
and Joe Gutoskey, W8DOE.  �  
 

 

but a third says the peak will be in 2013 with an 
amazing number of 170, or about 50% higher than 
the current cycle.  Whom do you believe? 
   Carl points out that the first two expect the next  
cycle to be similar to the current one. Those put us 
headed for a multi-year period of smaller cycles 
(see the chart).  But the last prediction is quite dif-
ferent.  That makes it similar to major cycles of 21 
& 22 which had maximums of around 160. 
   Cycles last an average of 11 years, with rising 
numbers over four years and declines in seven 
years.  The next cycle begins in 2009. What will it 
bring?  Carl says to wait and see. �    Tnx QRZ DX 



 

Meet the Members  
K8BLB: unforgettable glow of 866s 
 
Jim Iams, K8BLB, was a farm kid when he took an 
old Atwater Kent to be repaired by W3TTY, who in-
vited him in to talk on his ham radio. 
   “We talked to a station in the Canal Zone on ten 
meters,” recalls Jim. “That was considered ‘too close 
for a good contact’ at the time. 
   “That blew my mind, and I’ll never forget the glow 
of 866s in the Globe King transmitter.” 
   In 1951 Jim went to Pittsburgh and passed his  
Novice exam, but since he had no radio equipment,  
allowed his license to expire. Two years later he went 
to Waynesburg College in Pennsylvania where he 
discovered that the main building’s basement was 
loaded with electronics used by cadets for  
training.. 
   “There were command radios, dynamotors, 807s, 
813s, 811s and much more,” he reports. “Another 
student and I founded the college radio club, 
W3YGE, and thus got our hands on the equipment 
left behind by the cadets. We had fun when we 
climbed on top of the women’s dormitory to fasten 
our antenna!”  Jim was given a warning, but no  
arrest.  He later made the trip to Cleveland “to see 
Mr. Cotton,” and qualified for the General license.  
He visited Cotton again in 1982 and passed his  
Advanced and Extra-class exams. 
    Jim was living in Lakewood with five other  
engineers and operating his ham rig from his bed-
room when a suspected TVI complainer turned out to 
be Carol, WN8WRJ, now an SK. “She wondered if I 
might fix her transmitter.  We were married six 
months later.” 
   Since 2002 K8BLB has lived in Chardon with YL 
Betty, who has vetoed any cable holes through her 
brick house.  But Jim managed to get some RG58U 
coax through an unused TV antenna lead-in port. 
He found a pair of well-spaced trees as antenna  
supports. 
   “I wanted to experiment with a full-size loop for 
160 meters,” he says, eyeing the wooded jungle be-
hind the house.  Needing a balun, he was reminded 
by Les, K8LP, that they were often wound on a TV 
flyback transformer core.  “It works,“ he says. 
   Currently, the K8BLB station includes an FT-757 
for HF, a Kenwood TM-G dual bander for VHF, and 
an antenna farm that includes several dipoles and 
loops.  Jim runs CW QRP with a Heathkit HW8, 
which he says is his favorite rig.  �  
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Radio classics 

Recalling the Viking Ranger II 
 
The E.F. Johnson Company produced its Viking 
Ranger transmitters during the mid-1950s to 1960s. 
We saw a beautiful example of the Ranger II while 
visiting the shack of Joe Gutoskey, W8DOE. The 
photo below shows Joe’s unit, which was one of the 
most popular rigs of its day. 
   Founder Edgar F. Johnson started as a mail order 
parts supplier in 1923 from his bedroom.  He later 
moved into manufacturing parts, then radios and kits.  

He gained a reputa-
tion for sturdy, reli-
able gear that could 
take commercial 2-
way use. 
   The Ranger II was 
an AM/CW transmit-
ter that covered 160 
to six meters. 

   The Ranger power was 65 watts on AM and 75 
watts on CW.  It featured a VFO and also provided for 
two auxiliary crystals. As seen in the photo, there were 
11 control knobs. Included were those for drive, mode, 
meter, audio, coupling and auxiliary coupling. 
   The transmitter was equipped with an internal power 
supply.  The tube lineup included 6146 final amplifi-
ers and a pair of 7027A modulators. 
   Each Ranger II weighed a hefty 45 pounds. Cabi-
net size was 9.5 inches high, 15.5 inches wide and 14 
inches deep. 
   During the period that the units were sold — 1961 to 
1965 — it was priced at $359.50 wired or $249.50 in 
kit form. 
   E.F. Johnson manufactured a variety of Amateur Ra-
dio equipment over the years.  Among its popular rigs 
were the Viking line of transmitters, the 6N2 trans-
verters, Thunderbolt 2000-watt PEP linear,  the Pace-
maker, and the Courier 500-watt desktop linear. 
    For the power lovers, Johnson produced a hefty 
kilowatt in a box standing some four feet high, by 
three feet wide and five feet deep. A matching metal 
desk provided a place to put your receiver, exciter and 
yourself. 
   Later came the Viking invader, a modernized Val-
iant for SSB, along with the popular matchboxes and 
later, mobile equipment. 
   Today, E.F. Johnson is a maker of Project 25 com-
pliant digital radios for public safety and military  
applications.  Its headquarters are in Irving, Texas. �  
    
 



Chewing the Rag: 
Odds and Ends From Here , 
There and On the Air. 
By W1HEO 

Your new President looks ahead 
 
Having been elected President, I thank you for your confi-
dence in my abilities.  As most of us do when given respon-
sibility for leading an organization, it’s good to understand 
our role and to have a sense of direction. So I read the club 
constitution as a start. 
   What’s the purpose of our club?  It’s to promote high 
standards of ethics & technical knowledge, the interests of 
Amateur Radio and establishing better relations with the 
public. Are we doing that?  Can we do more? 
   Where is the club going?  We all know that our member-
ship is composed of mostly seniors, and remains about the 
same size. We also know that unless we recruit new mem-
bers, the future is dim. 
   The club’s program consists mostly of meetings, a 
weekly net and an informal Friday lunch group.  Is this 
enough to keep interest high and attract new members? 
   Radio clubs are cooperatives.  We have no paid staff.  To 
get things done, it’s up to us.  The more participation, the 
more progress.  Yes, many of us have done our part in the 
past, but this is no free ticket from future involvement.  
   Successful radio clubs have common characteristics. 
First, they are fun!  People attend meetings in order to en-
joy a night out and not be bored. Programs must be interest-
ing to a majority of members. Next, a good newsletter is 
important, and a main tangible benefit of our membership.  
I have tried to deliver a quality product and appreciate the 
efforts of those who have contributed to it. The good clubs 
also tap their talent, and have enough to go around.  Active 
clubs are the best clubs, with plenty of things to do besides 
attending meetings. The better clubs also use their radio 
communication skills in a variety of ways, including public 
service.  Fellowship and helping each other is another sign 
of a good club. Cozy cliques aren’t found. Last, healthy 
clubs recruit new members.  Their future depends upon it. 
   Please reflect on these points.  We should discuss them 
and find ways to act upon them if possible.  If we all pitch 
in, take a few steps at a time, and focus on moving ahead, 
we will give our club a brighter future. I will give my best, 
but as I told the members when I was elected, I can’t do it 
alone.  I simply won’t be able to. 
   Fifty years is a long time for any group.  Let’s recognize 
that Indian Hills has endured for a half century, and with 
our effort, will continue into the next 50.  �    
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The ARRL published a new license manual  
recently that’s designed to help prepare readers for 
the Technician license.  The 280-page book is 
$24.95 and has easy-to-understand, “bite-sized” 
sections.  It includes the latest question pool that 
was introduced on July 1. 
   Edited by Ward Silver, NØAX, the publication 
is designed for self-study 
or classroom use.  Its nine 
chapters introduce the 
reader to Amateur Radio, 
explain radio and elec-
tronic fundamentals, tell 
how to operate station 
equipment, cover FCC 
rules and regulations, and 
discuss radio safety. 
   Chapter nine is the 
question pool from which 
the 35-question Technician examination is se-
lected.  The cover of the book says that the ques-
tion pool in chapter 9 is effective July 2006, but 
the beginning of the chapter says the effective date 
is July 2007.  A typo?  AES says yes, that the 
questions included are in use now.  
   The chapter covering radio and electronic  
Fundamentals is very basic, and a far cry from the 
exams of a few years ago. Topics are station 
equipment, electricity, components, signals & 
waves, antennas, feed lines, and propagation. 
   While the basics are covered, and the book does 
prepare the beginner to handle the exam and put a 
station together, it is not a handbook. The science 
of radio and electronics is much too complex to be 
covered well in a book of this small size.  But for 
busy people with little time for an in-depth course 
of study, this reference will help with the impor-
tant first step of passing the license exam.  We can 
but hope that once they become radio hams, the 
need for additional study will become obvious.  �  
    

The radio bookshelf 
The ARRL Ham Radio  
License Manual   

Let’s do lunch! 
Fridays starting at 11:30 a.m. 
Denny’s at 6207 Wilson Mills 

West of I-271  



You know you’re a ham operator IF: 
 
�  You’d rather help a buddy put up a new tower than mow 
the lawn; 
�   You buy electrical tape in ten packs;   

�   You’ve grabbed the wrong end of a soldering iron; 
�   You’ve stripped wire with your teeth; 
�   You’ve tapped out “Hi” in Morse on your car horn; 
�   You ever had an antenna fall down; 
�   Your watch is set only to UTC; 
�   You give out RST reports while on the telephone. 
 

Unanswered questions: 
�   If a pig loses its voice, is it disgruntled? 
�   If FedEX and UPS merges, would they call it Fed UP? 
�   Why is a person who plays the piano called a pianist, but 
a person who drives a racecar not called a racist? 
�   Do Lipton Tea employees take coffee breaks? 
�   Whatever happened to Preparations A through G? 
�   If people from Poland are called Poles, why aren’t 
people from Holland called Holes? 
�   If lawyers are disbarred and clergymen defrocked, then 
doesn’t it follow that electricians can be delighted, 
musicians denoted, cowboys deranged, models deposed, tree 
surgeons debarked, and dry cleaners depressed? 
�   What hair color do they put on the driver’s licenses of 
bald men? 
 

Top Country and Western Songs 
�   If the phone don’t ring, you’ll know it’s me; 
�   How can I miss you if you won’t go away? 
�   I still miss you Baby, but my aim’s getting better; 
�   My wife ran off with my best friend and I sure do miss 
him; 
�   I like you better before I got to know you so well.  �  

���������	�
�� �
The Lighter Side of The News 

Collected By Club Members 
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Calling all parts! Guess how 
Many components in a jar? 
An old fundraising idea with a radio twist  

    
Our ham radio promotion project will have a 
booth at the Cleveland Hamfest September 24th 
and include a unique fundraising event.  For only 

50 cents, participants will be 
invited to guess the number of  
radio and electronic parts that 
are in a jar. 
   Better make that a JUG.  
   The container originally held 
pretzels, and measures nine 
inches high by six inches wide.  
The top opening is 3 3/4 inches 
across, allowing plenty of room 
for large parts such as vacuum 
tubes. 
   A 50-cent ticket will allow 
guessers to estimate the total 
number of parts in the jug.  The 

closest number wins a prize.  (Yet to be chosen.) 
   With such a large container, many parts — big 
and small — will be needed to fill it.   
   That’s where YOU come in. 
   Calling all parts!  Please help us by collecting 
your unused radio parts, counting them carefully 
and putting them into a bag with the exact number 
enclosed.  Old, broken, dirty, dusty useless parts 
are perfect.  It will give you an excuse to clean out 
your junk box to make room for newer stuff! 
   Bring your bag of parts to the September 11 
meeting of the Indian Hills Radio Club.  Be sure 
to mark your name or call on the bag or with the 
number slip. Everyone who donates parts will 
qualify for a special contributors’ drawing (prize 
to be decided later). 
   Test your skill by visiting the Ham Radio Pro-
motion Project table at the Hamfest and taking a 
guess.  Who knows, you might be a winner.  
Maybe even a double winner! 
   If for some reason you can’t attend the meeting 
(we certainly hope you will attend) call W1HEO 
at (440) 352-8292 and arrange to get the parts to 
him prior to the Hamfest.  �  
     

Let’s do lunch! 
Fridays starting at 11:30 a.m. 
Denny’s at 6207 Wilson Mills 

West of I-271  
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Chinese jammer on 20: A Chinese language intruder has 
appeared on 14.260 MHz this summer, transmitting solely 
oriental music.  The intruder watch monitors also heard the 
music jammer on 14.050.  German telecom officials pin-
pointed the transmitter’s origin as Hainan Island, south of 
the Chinese mainland.  Dubbed “Firedragon,” the signal ap-
parently was an effort to jam transmissions from Taiwan. 
 
Section manager re-elected: Veteran Ohio Section  
Manager Joe Phillips, K8QOE, was the winner in the recent 
SM election over contender Mark Erbaugh, N8ME, 1,235 
votes to 747. Phillips said, “I want to thank all Ohio Section 
voters for giving me the privilege of heading the ARRL’s 
best section.  Mark, N8ME, ran a thoughtful and issue-
oriented campaign.” 
 
Radiation belt warning: A New Zealand university  
research group warns that a U.S. defense agency “Radiation 
Belt Remediation” plan could cause major global disruptions 
of HF communications. The plan aims to prevent damage to 
orbiting satellites from solar storms or high-altitude nuclear 
explosions.  Such a system could cause intense HF black-
outs, affecting airline pilots, ships and ham radio. 
 
ARRL: protect 902-928 MHz.  The FCC is being asked to 
avoid making more changes to this band, including further 
use of Part 15 unlicensed devices that might increase the 
noise floor and affect Amateur Radio operations. 
 
Total ham licenses: The current 28,426 Ohio FCC Amateur 
Radio licenses includes 1,207 Novices; 11,838 Technicians; 
1,896 Tech-Plusses; 5,809 Generals; 2,936 Advanced; and 
4,740 Extras. The total for the entire U.S. is 657,908. 
 
FCC suspends licenses: Two Amateur Radio licenses have 
been suspended for failure to maintain correct mailing  
addresses.  The licenses of KC7LJR and KD7JTG were  
suspended by FCC’s Riley Hollingsworth for the remainder 
of their terms or until they provide a valid mailing address. 
 
Hams in Emergency bill: A bill to enhance emergency 
communication at the Dept. of Homeland Security, HR5852, 
includes a role for Amateur Radio operators.  �  
   The ARRL Letter 
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Half-century flashback  

That wonderful year 1981  
Who was doing what where in the club?  

    
Looking through faded issues of Smoke Signals  
supplied by David, W8DDD, reveals some idea of 
the club’s activities in 1981. First, the President 
was K8QZU, Bill DePetris; Vice President was 
Jeff, WA8SAJ; Secretary was Pat Bastulli, 
K8PAZ; and the Treasurer was George Klassan, 
W8MH.   
   Meetings were held at the Euclid Public Library 

on Thursdays.  The program 
for February was “Sailing 
the Virgin Islands,” by 
W8MH. 
   Pre-meeting meetings were 
held at the Richmond Res-
taurant on Euclid Avenue by 
Cunningham’s Drugstore 
near 260th Street. 
   Doughnuts and coffee at 

the meeting were provided by Fritz, K8WLF, and 
Ed, W8BHC. The fifth Thursday gathering was 
hosted by Chuck, W8KF, and Kathy.  Tacos were 
enjoyed by 28 “Indians” who showed up with 
good appetites. 
   A raffle was held at the January meeting.  For a 
25-cent ticket, members could take a chance on 
winning a 1978 Callbook donated by W8AEB. 
   The March meeting featured a program on fiber 
optic technology by Don Pearson, W8IDM.  A 
new club member was Rol Randolph, K8ATQ. 
   Field Day 1981 was held near the Cuyahoga 
County Airport off Bishop Road.  Friday night 
featured a pizza and beer blast free to members! 
Saturday morning started with a group breakfast 
followed by setup.  Dick, W8FDN, was chairman 
of the FD activity. The club entered class 5A and 
had 560 contacts on CW and 999 on phone. 
   The club’s annual family picnic was held July 
30 — the fifth Thursday — at the North Chagrin 
Metropark Forest Lane pavilion off S.O.M.  
Center Road. 
   The club’s 43/43 net was held on Thursdays, 
and in November had 18 checkins. 
   A classified ad in the December 1981 issue of 
Smoke Signals offered a model 19 teletype with a 
Westinghouse 90 UDC power supply for $125. 
   A news item in the accompanying HR Report 
said that Dentron was purchased by Lorain Elec-
tronics of Dallas.  Denny Had, K8KXK, left the 
Company.  �  
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