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Yule gala and holiday goodies  
Await you at December meeting 
We’ll jingle and jangle, so do come! 
 
The December  12 meeting  reflects the holiday spirit, 
with an informal social evening of food, fun and fellow-
ship.  Please consider bringing along a few tasty tidbits 
from the bakery or your kitchen, and plan to munch a 
bunch of goodies along with a cup of coffee.  Thanks to 
Santa’s helper David Dennis, W8DDD, who is kindly 
bringing the java. 

   One important item of business 
is planning for our ham radio 
demonstration scheduled for Janu-
ary 21st at the Wickliffe  
Library. 
   There will be a few light mo-
ments typical of the season, in-
cluding an update of the famous 

poem, The Night Before Christmas.  An elfun word-
smith has been hard at work on this project, and tells us 
that it should be worth a smile or two. 
   One important reminder for those who have not yet 
paid their dues of only $10.00, please do so.  Our club 
operates on a minimum expense basis in order to keep 
dues low.  So we urge you to support our club with your 
continued membership. Send your dues to our treasurer, 
David, W8DDD, or bring them to the December meet-
ing. 
   We’ ll be looking for you at our holiday gala, which 
begins at 7:15 p.m. at the Wickliffe Public Library, 
1713 Lincoln Road.  Bring a friend!  �  
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Ham radio presentation by the 
Club is Saturday, Jan. 21st  
Wickliffe Public Library  is the site  
 
The first public demonstation of Amateur Radio as 
part of the Cleveland Ham Radio Promotion Project 
will be presented by the Indian Hills Radio Club on 
Saturday, January 21. The event is being co-sponsored 
by the Wickliffe Public Library, which is making 
available its community room for the presentation.  
   Included in the program will be exhibits of various 
ham radio equipment and activities, demonstrations of 
amateur radio communications, showing of a new 
promotional video, literature and materials on Amateur 
Radio. 
   Displays will include 
the one shown at right, 
which was developed 
for use in various 
public ham radio 
presentations in the 
greater Cleveland area. 
   Plans are to involve 
several other groups in 
the activity, including 
area Boy Scouts and various youth groups. 
   A var iety of activities are being planned in order to 
show different aspects of ham radio, including links to 
computers, Morse code operations, DX, simple 
construction projects and literature. 
   Final production of the promotional video: “Amateur 
Radio: Wireless Window to the World,”  should be 
complete in time to include it in the program. 
   Club members are asked to collect various ham radio 
magazines that could be offered as “ take homes”  to 
attendees. 
   Promotion of the event will include a display in the 
library, news releases, flyers and e-mails to area schools 
and libraries.  �  
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Scholarships available from 
Foundation for Amateur Radio  
54 scholarships to be awarded 
 
The Foundation for  Amateur  Radio, a non-profit 
organization headquartered in Washington, D.C., 

plans to administer 54 scholarships 
for the academic year 2006-2007 to 
assist licensed radio amateurs. 
   The Foundation is composed of 
over 75 local-area Amateur Radio 
clubs and fully funds three of the 

scholarships.  Ten are funded with the income from 
grants.  The remaining 41 are administered by the 
Foundation without cost to the various donors. 
   L icensed radio amateurs may compete for the 
awards if they plan to pursue a full-time course of 
studies beyond high school and are enrolled in or 
have been accepted for enrollment at an accredited 
university or technical school.  The awards range 
from $500 to $2500, with preference given in some 
cases to residents of specific areas. 
   Additional information and an application form 
may be requested by letter or QSL card, post-
marked prior to April 30, 2006, from: 
   FAR Scholarships 
   Post Office Box 831 
   Riverdale, MD 20738 
   Please pass this information on to your relatives 
or friends who may be interested.  �  
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Smoke Signals is the official publica-
tion of The Indian Hills Radio Club.    
President: Joe Gutoskey, W8DOE 
Vice President: Dick Scott, W8FDN 
Secretary: Don Ritchie, K8ZGW 
Treasurer: David Dennis, W8DDD 
Sunshine: Cathie McAdams, AB8GV 
Newsletter Editor: “Dee” Logan, W1HEO 
Production: David Dennis, W8DDD 
Distribution: Don Ritchie, K8ZGW 
   Thanks to contributors  W8DOE, W8RPT,   
W8FDN , W8DDD and others. 
   Send news to: 9901 Cypress Circle, Mentor, Ohio 
44060-7221.  Telephone: (440) 352-8292. 
   Material may be reproduced for use by other 
newsletters if credit is given: “Reprinted from the 
Indian Hills Radio Club newsletter.” 
   Web site: <http://www.hac.org/ihrc> 
   Copyright © 2005 by the Indian Hills Radio Club.  
All rights reserved. 

 
    
 
 
 
 
 
You’re a winner! For those of us who have hoped to 
win a hamfest door prize, but haven’ t, there’s proof that 
winning IS possible.  Tom, KC8QGJ, reports that he 
won an ICOM-V82 HT at the Butler Hamfest last 
Spring.  Way to go, Tom.  (Bring the unit to the meeting 
and show us.)  
 
Dangers of travel.  Travel is not only educational, but , 
also risky. Frank, KB8WHY, knows from first-hand 
experience.  He recently returned from a three-week va-
cation to England, Ireland, the Czech Republic and Slo-
venia.  While we’re sure he enjoyed visiting a family 
member in England, he certainly didn’ t enjoy his visit to 
Prague, where he was “strong armed and robbed.”  
 
Micro name game: While repairing a dead microwave, 
Gus, W8RPT, discovered that his Sharp brand was ac-
tually a Magic Chef made by Daewoo.  (You never can 
tell what’s under the hood — or label in this case.) 
 
Antennas up!  Rol, K8ATQ, has added a GAP Titan 
DX vertical and new M2 6M7 six meter yagi to his an-
tenna farm and has fixed his tower again.  While he’s 
enjoying good reception from the antennas, the bad 
news is that he’s fighting line noise from Shoregate. 
 
No-boating blues?  The boating and fishing season are 
done, but Ed, N8THI , did get to help some boaters with 
their marine radios and antenna selections. And Al, 
W8NPH, is taking time from his yard work to help 
Frank Baldo get back on the air. 
 
Repeat that, please.  Jim, KF8VX, reports that he’s 
recently bought a 70 CM repeater that’s in need of re-
pairs and some documentation as he considers putting 
the unit on the air.  Good luck!   
 
New members are Herb Schieman, K8AZW, and Bill 
De Petr is, K8QZU.  Welcome! 

 

Holiday Gala Ahead! 
Plan to join us for a Fifth Thursday dinner 
on December 29.  The restaurant will be  
announced later.  Mark the date. 



News From The 
Wide World of 
Amateur Radio 
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ARRL files petition with the FCC to segment the Ama-
teur Radio bands solely by emission bandwidth, rather 
than by mode. The League said that the shift in regulatory 
philosophy would enocourage and facilitate the develop-
ment and refinement of digital techniques and advanced 
technologies.  But it would not come at the expense of 
current operating modes, including double sideband AM 
phone. The petition was filed November 14. 
 
Tornado emergencies: Radio amateurs in the midwest 
responded as three dozen tornadoes ripped through Ken-
tucky, Indiana, Tennessee, Illinois and Missouri during 
November.  SKYWARN nets were activated in the areas, 
and state emergency operations centers were on the air on 
3.993 MHz.  ARES teams equipped with APRS and GPS 
equipment accompanied search-and-rescue squads.  Ham 
radio was the only reliable communications in some areas 
where power outages disrupted normal circuits. 
 
ARRL election results in the Great Lakes Division in-
cluded James E. “Jim”  Weaver, K8JE, who was reelected 
to a second term as Director, and Gary L. Johnston, 
KI4LA, who was elected Vice Director. 
 
LF exper iments continue.  Several hams have been op-
erating in the 136 kHz band under special FCC experi-
mental licenses.  A QSO covering 1,340 miles was re-
cently logged by W1TAG operating as WD2XES in Mas-
sachusetts, and KL1X operating as WD2XDW in Okla-
homa.  DX contacts have been recorded between VA7LF 
in Canada and ZM2E in New Zealand. 
 
Keeping Morse in Extra class license exams is recom-
mended by ARRL, which also asked the FCC to provide 
access to HF for entry-level licensees, despite the Com-
mission’s denial of a new class of beginner license with 
limited HF privileges. “Retaining Morse telegraphy as a 
requirement for only the Amateur Extra license,”  says the 
ARRL, “places Morse in a proper balanced perspective.”  
 
Postage rates increasing.  Sending QSLs and other items 
via the U.S. mails will cost more starting January 8th.  
The cost of a first-class stamp increases to 39 cents from 
the present 37 cents.  The Postal Service Board of Gover-
nors said the increase will assure the financial integrity of 
the nation’s postal system.  �  
  The ARRL Letter 

 
Radio classics 
Broadcast radios of the 1940s 
Colorful home companions   
 
Return with us now to that wonderful year 1947.  
The war was over, rationing is gone, the peacetime 

economy was revving 
up, and America’s 
nightly home enter-
tainment was via the 
radio.  Most homes 
had several broadcast 
receivers scattered 
about, including the 

  large console models 
  that were part of the  
  living room furniture. 

   Smaller, plastic radios were popular then, and sold 
for modest prices, so kids could have their own sets 
and listen to the Lone Ranger, Green Hornet, Amos 
’n Andy or The Shadow in their own rooms. 
   Typical of radios in this era were the Belmont re-
ceivers.  The model pictured included a circuit with  
five tubes, including the rectifier.  The lineup in-
cluded two 12SK7s, 12SA7, 35L6 and 35Z5 recti-
fier tube.  The IF was 455 kc, with transformer cou-
pling between stages, and a built-in pm speaker. 
   Manufacturers were creative in designing novel 
radios to promote tie-ins with sports, movies, radio 
programs and consumer products.  The Charlie 
McCarthy set, for example, featured a molded effigy 
of the hero perched on a ledge in front of the 
speaker grill.  Hopalong Cassidy, Snow White, 
Mickey Mouse and the Lone Ranger all promoted 
five-tube sets bearing their popular images. 
   Imaginative designers wrapped amplitude modu-
lation circuits in a variety of disguises: dice, cam-
eras, bookcases, clocks, skyscrapers, ships, globes, 
bottles, pianos and jewelry cases. 
   So much for radios manufactured before television 
dominated the home entertainment scene, and prior 
to the maturity of FM, rock and roll, cell phones, 
personal computers and credit cards.  The most 
popular use of plastic in this era included the home 
broadcast receiver.  �  

 
2006 Meetings Begin 

Monday January 9 

   The Belmont receiver that  
   was available in 1947. 



Chewing the Rag: 
Odds and Ends From Here , 
There and On the Air. 
By W1HEO 

The value of par ticipation  
Most clubs — including Amateur Radio clubs — are coop-
eratives. They operate through the collective effort of their 
members.  This makes sense, since there are no paid staffers 
to do the work.  Well-run groups usually enjoy enough mem-
bers who step up and get things done.   
   When there aren’ t enough active volunteers, however, the 
health and survival of the organization is threatened.  When 
the same persons continue to do things because no one else 
has offered to help, “burn out”  is likely. 
   In small clubs like ours, there aren’ t enough members to 
spread the work around.  Some members who have served in 
the past feel that they’ve already done their part and thus re-
fuse to do anything more.  While such feelings are under-
standable, they can eventually result in the death of a club. 
The reality is that only with the continued active participation 
of all members can small clubs survive. 
   In our club, there aren’ t many big projects that need doing. 
Most of us certainly are able to take our turn at such minor 
things as bringing coffee.  Yet, at our last meeting no one of-
fered to do this.  I can verify that it’s a simple thing to stop at 
Speedway and fill up two coffee carafes.  This is not rocket 
science, folks, and requires very little effort, believe me. 
   If no one offers to bring coffee in the future, then our meet-
ings will be coffee-less.  If no one agrees to serve as an offi-
cer, then our club will be leader-less. At that point, our club 
will die. 
   Is this what we want? 
   It is the firm belief of the editor that radio clubs are very 
important to a healthy, growing Amateur Radio service.  
They perform many valuable services to their members and 
the public.  Clubs do many things that we cannot do alone. So 
we should do what we can to keep them healthy, active and 
growing.  The Indian Hills Radio Club can have a good fu-
ture, but it’ s up to all of us. 
   The coffee cup may be a symbol of our future.  Will it be 
full, through the participation of many members?  Or will it 
be empty, left as a dusty reminder of how few of us recog-
nized the need for our own active participation?  Think about 
this the next time you sip your morning coffee. 
   I like the words of Theodore Roosevelt: “Get action.  Do 
things; be sane, don’ t fritter away your time.  Take a place 
wherever you are and be somebody; get action.”  
   Let’s be somebody and get action!  �  
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   The Bookshelf 
2006 ARRL Handbook   
   

The 2006 Radio Amateur ’s Handbook is a 
really big book.  It’ s 1,200 pages long, weighs five 
pounds, and includes a CD-ROM for instant 
search capability when loaded onto a hard drive. 

   This is an anniversary edi-
tion that is being sold with a 
photocopy of the very first 
Handbook published in 1926. 
   There are 26 chapters in the 
2006 edition.  Included is a 
brand-new high-power ampli-
fier project featuring a new Ei-
mac 3CX1500D7 power triode 

tube with a 50-watt grid dissipation, making it ca-
pable of handling almost any condition of drive or 
tuning. 
   The chapters include an introduction to Ama-
teur Radio and its activities, safety, electrical fun-
damentals, components and data, circuits, modes, 
oscillators, mixers, modulators, filters, receivers 
and transmitters, DSP and software, power sup-
plies, amplifiers, and station layouts. Other chap-
ters cover propagation, transmission lines, anten-
nas, space communications, the Web and PC tech-
nology, test procedures and troubleshooting. 
   This is a typical ARRL Handook, with complete 
and detailed sections with plenty of illustrations, 
photos, and circuits. The increasing use of com-
puters in the ham shack is reflected in several sec-
tions, such as one showing computer connector 
pin layouts. 
   With 1,200 pages, this publication provides 
enough information to qualify the reader for an 
electrical engineering degree.  Whatever the ques-
tion that might arise, hams will certainly find the 
answer in this gigantic tome. 
   There are many practical construction project as 
usual, including a new 60-meter band 10-watt 
transceiver.   
   Vacuum tubes haven’ t completely vanished in 
this handbook.  They remain the anchors of high-
power amplifiers described in both HF and VHF 
construction projects. 
   Antennas are covered well, with numerous de-
signs for HF and VHF-UHF provided.  Perhaps 
not as many as in the ARRL Antenna Handbook, 
but certainly enough to satisfy most needs. 
   If you want one book to serve as a complete ref-
erence in your shack, the Handbook is it.  �   
    


